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Maine Medical Center To Offer Dental Residency Program
Maine Medical Center has
signed an agreement with
Tufts University School of
Dental Medicine and Community Dental, a Maine
dental care provider, to
launch a training program
which will provide advanced post-graduate experience in general dentistry
and promote oral health in
Massachusetts and Maine.

Association reports that
evidence suggests significant disparities in oral
health status between rural
and non-rural populations.
Rural adults are more likely
to have untreated dental
decay and nearly twice as
likely to have lost all of
their teeth compared to non
-rural adults. The state of
Maine has fewer dentists
per capita than most other
The one-year Advanced
states in the nation and the
Education in General Den- lowest dentist-to-patient
tistry (AEGD) residency
ratio of the six New Engprogram will offer clinical
land states.
training in dental care for
people with complex medi- Through the new residency
cal and oral health needs.
program, three residents
The program will help resi- will train in collaboration
dents gain skill and confiwith Maine Medical Center
dence in patient care and
broaden their patient man- Guitar Heroes
agement abilities, while addressing a shortage of high- Kelvin, a patient on R6, sufly trained dental providers fered an injury that left him
with speech and communiin the state.
cation problems. Through
hours of rehab, Kelvin’s
“Oral health is a vital part
of overall health,” said Huw care team learned he has a
Thomas, BDS, M.S., PhD, passion for playing guitar.
One team member, Lisa
dean of Tufts University
School of Dental Medicine Bridge-Keningsberg, COTA, loaned Kelvin her guiand professor of pediatric
tar, and the music filled his
dentistry. “This new resiroom all day long. It immedency program will offer
diately became obvious that
participating dentists adguitar playing would be an
vanced training that will
help them be better practi- important part of Kelvin’s
rehabilitation.
tioners and caregivers.”
The National Rural Health

in Portland and through
five Community Dental
clinic sites in Biddeford,
Farmington, Lewiston,
Portland, and Rumford.
The program has also developed collaborations with
southern Maine public
schools, the federal Special
Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC),
and Head Start. As part of
the program, Tufts University School of Dental Medicine will welcome new dental faculty members based
in Maine. The new AEGD
program is the second partnership between Tufts and
MMC.

Kelvin’s story with Fender
Guitar, and within a few
weeks Fender shipped a
brand new guitar to the
hospital, with Kelvin’s
Lynne Proctor, R.N., shared name inscribed on the back.

“We’re excited to further
our relationship with Tufts
and to partner with Community Dental in service of
expanding access to dental
education and services
across northern New England,” says Peter Bates,
Chief Medical Officer and
Academic Dean for the
Maine Medical Center –
Tufts University School of
Medicine Medical School
Program. “This program is
a wonderful complement to
our three-part mission,
which includes educating
tomorrow’s caregivers.”
The development and

Continued on back

When Lynne surprised Kelvin with the gift, a smile
crawled across his face. He
gave a tearful thank you to
the R6 staff, then picked up
the guitar and played.

Guadalajara, Mexico,
received his medical degree
from Autonomous University of Guadalajara. He
completed residency at
Western Medical Center,
Mexican Institute for Social
Health in Mexico before
coming to the States where
he was a research fellow in
the Department of Surgery
Juan Palma, M.D.
at Michigan State University
and Borgess Medical Center
Juan Palma, M.D., has
in Michigan. Dr. Palma
joined Maine Medical Cen- completed another residenter’s Transplant Program as cy in general surgery here at
a transplant surgeon. He
MMC and went on to get
comes to MMC from San
his ASTS certification as a
Antonio, TX, where he was multi-organ abdominal
the Director of Multidisci- transplant fellow at Duke
plinary Liver Tumor Board University.
and multi-organ transplant
surgeon at Methodist and
Leah Bauer, M.D., has
Specialty Transplant Hospi- joined Maine Medical Cental. Dr. Palma, who is from ter’s Department of Psychi-
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Leah Bauer, M.D.
Life
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atry as attending psychiatrist in the Adult Outpatient 8 - 9 a.m.
Psychiatry division. Dr.
Bauer received her medical Tree of Lights
Celebration
degree from University of
Cincinnati College of Medi- Thursday, December 5
4 p.m.
cine. She completed her
residency at Massachusetts Main Lobby, Bramhall
General Hospital where she
Essential Tremor
was the Chief Resident.
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‘Tis the season to celebrate
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Freeport Community
from
the
U.S.
Department
creditation
by
the
American
“Dental Residency”
Center, Freeport
of
Health
and
Human
SerDental
Association’s
Comfrom front
vices’ Health Resources and mission on Dental Accredi- For details on all
Services Administration.
tation.
upcoming events, check
implementation of the
The
program
will
begin
July
out the Calendar on
AEGD residency program
1, 2014, pending final acthe MMC Intranet.
is funded by two grants

